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Introduction

The paper had an emphasis on experimental techniques and there were good opportunities
for all candidates to demonstrate their chemical understanding and the mean mark was
31.9. Many candidates had clearly prepared well for this paper and were able to apply their
knowledge of practical work successfully to familiar and novel situations. However, it
appeared that a significant number did not have a good understanding of how to use a
separating funnel or reflux apparatus, nor a good grasp of how to minimise uncertainty in
volumetric analysis. But the calculation and graph questions were done extremely well by the
majority and there was no evidence of candidates running out of time.
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Question 1 (a)

The two tests were clearly well known by the majority of candidates with nearly half getting
full marks. However, a number did not link the presence of the OH group to the observation
and so lost a mark and a few suggested other functional groups including aldehydes and
alkenes.

This is a fully correct answer where the candidate has referred to the
test results and identified the functional group present.
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The candidate has correctly related the production of HCl to the
presence of an OH group. However, they have not referred to the
second test result that shows that the compound does not contain a
COOH group, so only 1 mark is scored.

When you are asked to justify your answer, make sure you make use of
all the information given to you.
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Question 1 (b)

The Tollens’ test used to identify an aldehyde was understood by almost most candidates.
However, the most common error was where the candidate correctly stated the test
identified an aldehyde but then gave the wrong formula of COH instead of CHO.

The question asks for the identity of the functional group by either
name or formula. Here, the candidate has correctly identified the
functional group by name, but they also given the wrong formula and
so the mark is lost.

If you are asked to identify something by either name or formula, only
give the one answer you are most confident about.
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Question 1 (c)

The majority of candidates were able to draw the correct displayed formula of the two
structural isomers. However, common errors included the incorrect conductivity of the OH
group, the same structure drawn twice and the wrong number of carbon atoms. Part (ii) was
not as successfully done as many candidates did not respond to the question which asked
for identification of the protons giving the described spectrum. Many circled just one proton
attached to the carbon or just drew the structure, which was usually correctly identified but
did not score.
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The candidate has correctly identified the two structural isomers in
part (i) and, in part (ii) has chosen the one that produces the described
NMR spectrum. But they have not identified the hydrogen atoms that
produce the spectrum, so no mark is awarded. This was a common
mistake.

Read the question carefully and make sure all the points are covered in
your answer.
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This is a fully correct answer. The candidate has correctly identified the
two structural isomers in part (i). In part (ii), they have chosen the one
that produces the described NMR spectrum and identified the
hydrogen atoms that produce the spectrum.
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Question 2 (a)(i)

Most candidates knew the reaction of chromium (III) ions with sodium hydroxide and there
were many correct answers. But occasionally the second mark was lost as the candidate
simply referred to the green precipitate dissolving but did not state its colour.

Here the candidate scores both marks for two correct observations.
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This was quite a common mistake where the candidate clearly knows
the chemistry of chromium (III) compounds but has not stated the
colour of the solution formed.

When asked to give observations, always mention the colour even if
there has been no change.
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Question 2 (a)(ii)

This question was poorly answered and only a minority of candidates scored the mark.
Rather than deducing the answer from the results in part (i) candidates often discussed
solubility, ligand exchange, redox and deprotonation.

This candidate was in a minority with this correct answer. Either saying
it is amphoteric or it reacts with an acid or base would score and here
they have given both answers.

This was a common wrong answer where the candidate has just
mentioned some properties of transition metals.

14IAL Chemistry WCH16 01



Question 2 (b)

Candidates answered this question particularly well as most were able to identify hydrogen
peroxide as an oxidising agent with very few getting confused between oxidation and
reduction. The justification, by stating the correct oxidation numbers of chromium, also
scored well.

This is a fully correct answer where the candidate states that the
hydrogen peroxide is an oxidising agent and justifies their answer with
the correct oxidation numbers of chromium.
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The candidate has got confused between oxidation and reduction, but
has scored the mark for the correct oxidation states of chromium.
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Question 2 (c)

This equation proved to be more challenging than expected with many candidates putting
OH – ions as a product, rather than water.

An example of a fully correct equation.

This was a common wrong equation with OH – instead of water on the
right hand side.
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Question 3 (a)(i)

M any candidates understood that manganate(VII) ions reacted with iodide ions and some
gave detailed explanations of why this reaction took place based on entropy and the charges
on the ions. However, few went on to explain that because the iodide was in excess all the
manganate(VII) ions would be used up. A significant number simply talked about quenching
without any reference to the reaction taking place and others got the reactions confused with
some suggesting that the iodide ions reacted with the sulfuric acid.
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The reaction is stopped because the KI reacts with manganate(VII) ions.
This candidate has chosen the wrong reaction, so no marks are
awarded.

20IAL Chemistry WCH16 01



21 IAL Chemistry WCH16 01



This is an excellent answer. The candidate explains that the KI reacts
with the manganate(VII) ions and as the KI is in excess, all the
manganate(VII) ions are used up.
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The candidate scores the mark for saying the KI reacts with
manganate(VII), but the second mark is not awarded as they do not say
all the manganate(VII) is used up.
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Question 3 (a)(ii)

Although most candidates knew that the starch should be added just before the end point,
many failed to state how that point could be recognised. A number gave explanations for the
delay in the addition of the indicator, which was not required and a few candidates clearly
misunderstood the question and stated the colour change at the end of the titration.

Straw coloured is an alternative to pale yellow and both are acceptable
answers.

Pale yellow is an alternative to straw coloured and both are acceptable
answers.
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Here the candidate knows that the starch should be added near the
end point, but has not explained how that end point is detected.
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Question 3 (b)(i)

This graph question scored well with over half the candidates gaining full marks. Although
the choice of scales was generally good, there were some awkward divisions seen that made
plotting the points tricky and a number of non-linear scales were noted too. The lines of best-
fit were well drawn, but a surprising number of candidates lost the mark because they used
point-to-point plotting to join the points.
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Here the candidate has chosen sensible scales and plotted the points
correctly but has not drawn a curve of best-fit, so a mark is lost.
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Here the candidate has chosen sensible scales and plotted the points
correctly. However, they have connected the points up dot-to-dot with
a ruler instead of a curve of best-fit, so a mark is lost.
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Question 3 (b)(ii)

The interpretation of the graph proved difficult for many candidates. A number missed out
mentioning the slow start to the reaction and others talked about changes in gradient or
volume instead of the rate.

Here the candidate correctly explains how the rate changes during the
course of the reaction.

Here the candidate explains how the gradient is related to the rate of
reaction but does not state how the rate changes with time, so no
mark was scored.

This was quite a common error.
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Here the candidate has not mentioned the rate being slow at the start
and so no mark is scored. This was a common error.
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Question 3 (b)(iii)

Whilst there were many excellent answers to this question, it proved to be quite challenging
to many candidates with over half of them scoring no marks. Those who were familiar with
autocatalysis reactions usually identified the Mn2+ ions as the catalyst and then went on to
explain why the reaction slowed at the end. But generally, there was a lot of confusion as
many did not appreciate that the reaction being investigated was between manganate and
ethanedioate ions and the thiosulfate titration was simply used to follow this reaction. This
led to a number incorrectly stating it was the iodine or S4O6

2 – ions acting as a catalyst and
the reaction slowed down because the thiosulphate was being used up.

This is an excellent answer. The candidate has covered all three
marking points and in addition, although not required, explained why
the reaction between two negatively charged ions is slow at the start.
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Question 4 (a)

Calculation errors were extremely rare in this question. Answers were usually logically laid
out with a clear link to the molar ratio from the balanced equation. A small number of
candidates worked out the excess volume of methanol used by using the density data and
this novel solution also scored full marks.
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This is an excellent fully correct answer. The candidate has calculated
the number of moles of methanol and salicylic acid and noted the 1:1
reacting ratio between them.
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The candidate has calculated the number of moles of methanol and
salicylic acid and shown that the methanol is in excess by calculating
the ratio of 17:1. This is a fully correct answer.
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Here the candidate has come up with a very novel solution. They have
calculated the mass of methanol required to react with the salicylic
acid and then using the density of methanol calculated the volume
required, 5.86 cm3. The volume of methanol used is 100 cm3, therefore
the methanol has to be in excess and so all three marks are scored.
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Question 4 (b)

The majority of candidates knew the sulfuric acid was a catalyst for this reaction, but a few
did not score as they simply said it increased the rate.

This correct answer was seen from the majority of the candidates.

The sulfuric acid does increase the rate of reaction, but by not
mentioning the role of the sulfuric acid as a catalyst the candidate has
not scored the mark. This was a common error.

The sulfuric acid does provide H+ ions, but this is insufficient for the
mark to be scored and was another common wrong answer.
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Question 4 (c)

The quality of diagrams was generally very poor as it was often hard to identify what
apparatus the candidate had drawn. A few candidates just drew a flask with no condenser.
Where the condenser was shown, the water flow was usually correct but often the top of the
condenser was sealed. Many candidates drew a single piece of apparatus and a lack of heat
or distillation apparatus were also noted.
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Here the candidate has scored all 3 marks. The thicker lines between
the condenser and pear shaped flask make it clear that there are two
pieces of apparatus.
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The quality of the diagram is good as it is clear what the apparatus is
and it is fully labelled. However, there is no liquid in the flask, and it
appears that the condenser is sealed at the top. So the candidate has
only scored one mark for the condenser with the correct water flow.

Always put some liquid in the flask when drawing refluxing or
distillation apparatus.
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Here the candidate only scores 2 marks as the water flow in the
condenser is the wrong way round.

Remember the water will always go in at the bottom of the condenser
to prevent air bubbles forming.
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This diagram shows the flask and condenser as one piece of
apparatus, which was a common error.

When drawing reflux apparatus make sure it is clear that the flask and
condenser are two separate pieces of apparatus.
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Question 4 (d)

Those candidates who had used a separating funnel for this purpose and were able to
explain how the washing took place, were in a minority. The majority simply described how
the sodium carbonate solution was added and the aqueous layer removed.

This is an excellent answer where the candidate explains how the
separating funnel is used and how the pressure is released.

The candidate has scored the first mark for adding the sodium
carbonate solution to the separating funnel and shaking. However,
they have made no reference to how the carbon dioxide or pressure is
released.
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Question 4 (e)

Although the majority of candidates scored full marks on this calculation, occasionally too
many significant figures in the final answer meant the last mark was not awarded. For those
who made a mistake with the formula mass of methyl salicylate, most still scored some
marks through transfer error.

The candidate has calculated the molar mass of methyl salicylate and
used it correctly to calculate the percentage yield. Their final answer is
to 3 significant figures, so full marks are scored.
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The candidate has calculated the molar mass of methyl salicylate and
used it correctly to calculate the percentage yield. However, their final
answer is to 4 significant figures so one mark is lost.

When doing calculations, think carefully about the final number of
significant figures. Look for the minimum number of significant figures
in the data given and use this number of significant figures in your final
answer.
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The candidate has made a mistake with molar mass of methyl
salicylate, it should be 152 and they have calculated it as 140. However,
they have used the mass correctly and their final answer is to 2 or 3
significant figures, so only one mark is lost.
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Question 5 (a)(i)

The ammonia test had been learned by the majority of candidates and there were some
excellent answers from candidates who explained how they would keep repeating the test
until the red litmus papers stopped turning blue. A number described the alternative test
using hydrochloric acid solution, but many omitted the fact that acid had to be concentrated
for the test to work. Occasionally, candidates suggested heating until the pungent odour
could no longer be detected or just heating to constant mass, neither of which gained any
credit.
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This is an excellent answer as both the test for ammonia and an
explanation of how you know when all the ammonia has been evolved
are clear.
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Although the candidate knows ammonia has a pungent smell, this is
not a safe way of testing and no marks are scored.
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The candidate has used the alternative test for ammonia using
hydrochloric acid. Unfortunately, they have not said that the acid has
to be concentrated, so a mark is lost.
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Question 5 (b)

The majority of candidates scored full marks for the calculation in part (i). Where mistakes
were made, the most common was dividing by the wrong number of moles, usually 0.05
which gave the wrong molar mass, but allowed access to transfer error marks. With a correct
calculation in (i), most candidate were able to identify Br as the halide in part (ii). The
chemical test for the halide in part (iii) was also very well known, although occasionally a
mark was lost as the candidates did not include nitric acid with the silver nitrate solution.
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This is an excellent answer. The molar mass is correct in part (i), 18 has
been subtracted and Br identified in part (ii) and the test for the
bromide ion has the correct reagents in part (iii).
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This was quite a common error where the candidate has used the
wrong number of moles to calculate the molar mass. However, only
one mark was lost in part (i).

In part(iii), the candidate has used the wrong acid so only one mark is
scored. Many candidates lost a mark here by using no acid or just
saying acidified instead of nitric acid which is the only acid that will
score.

When testing for halides with silver nitrate solution, you cannot use
hydrochloric acid as it contains a halide so will always give a positive
test.
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Question 5 (c)

This last question was the most challenging on the paper and proved to be a very good
discriminator. Some responses showed an excellent appreciation of the advantage of
obtaining concordant results through repeated titrations and the disadvantage of a greater
percentage uncertainty with a smaller titre. However, these were very much in the minority
and there was a wide range of wrong answers. Incorrect advantages included the increased
safety and lower cost of using a less hydrochloric acid solution and the shorter time for the
titrations. Disadvantages included more time and many talked about transfer losses when
making up the solution in a volumetric flask.
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This is an excellent answer with all 4 scoring points made.

Here the candidate has incorrectly suggested that having a smaller
titre is an advantage. Their disadvantage of transfer loss is ignored, but
they do manage to score a mark for the smaller titre.
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Paper Summary

In order to improve their performance, candidates should:

Always read the information in the question carefully, noting any instructions in bold type.
Make sure they learn and understand the procedures in the core practicals.
Understand how organic apparatuses work and practise drawing them.
Learn the qualitative tests to identify organic groups and inorganic ions.
Show working when carrying out calculations and think carefully about units, significant
figures and rounding.
Understand how to minimise the sources of measurement uncertainty when carrying out
titrations.
When drawing graphs ensure that half of the grid is used, the axes are labelled and the
appropriate line of best-fit is drawn.
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